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Mr.  BRADLUAG.H  &  Mrs.  BESANT'S 

FRUITS  OF  PHILOSOPHY 

COUNTERACTED. 


With  feelings  of  the  extremest  regret,  we  have  perused  the 
public  records  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  connection  with  the  publica- 
tion of  impure  literature,  under  the  specious  title  of  "  The  Fruits 
of  Philosophy.'' 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Malthus,  Robert 
Dale  Owen,  Richard  Carlile,  ''  Marcus/'  the  instigator  of  child 
suffocation,  and  o^^hers  whose  works  on  population  were  of  the 
vilest  description,  and  teemed  with  the  most  unnatural  sugges- 
tions, has  cast  a  dark  shadow  over  his  hitherto  honourable  repu- 
tation, which  will  take  years  of  contrition  to  dispel. 

As  the  staunchest  advocates  of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  having 
in  spite  of  fines  and  incarcerations  aided  the  birth  of  the  Poor 
Mails  Guardian^  the  first  [)enny  unstamped  newspaper,  in  1831^ 
from  which  the  present  free  press  sprang,  we  strongly  repudiat- 
the  right  to  existence  of  such  works  at  any  price ;  and  as  demo- 
cratic anU-malthiisian  defenders  of  the  natural,  social,  and  poli 
tical  rights  of  the  poorest  offspring  of  the  industrious  wealth" 
creating  classes,  we  turn  with  loathing  and  scorn  from  all  who 
advocate  any  limitation  of  the  numbers  of  their  children  •  espe- 
cially by  any  of  the  vile  methods  suggested  in  the  writings  of 
the  authors  we  first  named,  and  other  viler  concoctions  of  these 
times.  If,  in  opposition  to  the  Divine  command,  ''  Be  ye  fruitful 
and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,''  a  large  population  is 
regarded  as  a  curse,  then  let  us  rather  check  the  surplus  of  the 
wealth-devouring  swarms  of  idle  rich  locusts  who,  without  the 
shadow  of  a  right,  now  suck  the  vitals  of  the  people. 


Commending-  these  sentiments  to  Mr.  Bradlaug-h  as  more 
worthy  of  his  editorship  than  "  The  Fruits  of  Philosophy,"  we 
shall,  in  the  succeeding-  pages  supply  an  Antidote  to  its  poison, 
on  the  same  subjects,  viz.,  The  Art  of  Love  ;  Pleasures  of  Courts- 
ship  ;  Comforts  of  Matrimony,  and  the  Rearing  of  a  Family  {not 
its  limitation  or  prevention);  and  with  chaste  counsel  for  both 
SEXES  before  and  after  the  wedding-day,  we  hope  to  effectually 
coin  eract  throughout  the  kingdom  every  evil  tendency  of 
this  pernicious  lirerature.  Our  love-making,  courting,  and 
matrimonial  theme,  we  will  commence  with  the  following: — 

Song  of  the  Wedding  Ring,  founded  on  a  narrative  in  the 
292nd  number  of  '*  Every  Week." 

Ye  lovers  all  unto  you  I  will  sing, 

A  pretty  story  of  a  Wedding  Ring, 

Found  by  a  lad  seventy  years  ago, 

Which,  good  instruction,  unto  you  will  show. 

After  he  honestly  through  the  town  tried 

To  find  where  its  real  owner  did  abide, 

He  gave  it  into  his  dear  mother's  care. 

And  expressed  a  w.ish  that  made  her  eyes  stare, 

A  most  curious  wish,  good  lads  and  lasses. 

Which  was  told  to,  and  much  pleased  all  classes, 

Who  wondered  how  marriage  got  in  his  head. 

When  going  to  and  from  school,  and  to  bed — 

That  if  God  gave  to  him  a  prosperous  life. 

With  that  ring  he  should  like  to  wed  his  wife. 

Now,  for  a  small  lad  who  could  just  toddle,  • 

*rwas  a  droll  thought  to  get  in  his  noddle  ; 

It  seemed  like  some  magic  courting  ring, 

Such  smart  ideas  in  his  young  head  to  bring. 

By  closely  inspecting  the  ring  all  round, 

He,  inside  of  it,  soon  a  secret  found. 

That  it  was,  as  called,  a  gold  "  Posy  Ring,'^ 

And  a  pretty  chaste  talismanic  thing. 

As  great  events  from  little  causes  spring, 

It  happened  that  the  motto  in  this  ring 

*^  God's  Providence  is  mine  inheritance,'' 

Inspired  new  thoughts  sublime  by  the  first  glancr 

Which  acted  on  him  like  a  potent  charm. 

And  to  his  soul  became  a  heavenly  balm* 

A  bright  beacon  star  for  his  life  to  comC;. 

For  a  good  example  to  everyone. 


Therefore,  this  Father's  Iamb  and  Mother's  joy, 

All  his  young-  days  did  righteously  employ. 

The  ring-'s  engraved  Vv'ords  this  boy  pondered  o'er, 

And  their  meaningr  in  his  mind  he  did  store ; 

*^  God's  love"  and  ^*  God's  care  "  will  be  my  estate. 

And  my  riches,  to  mould  my  future  fate. 

On  earth  and  in  heaven  happy  I  shall  be, 

With  God  to  love  me  and  provide  for  me. 

In  all  his  troubles,  as  a  working  man, 

He  strictly  followed  the  same  holy  plan, 

And  when  large  business  cares  upon  him  prest, 

The  Lord  was  his  guide  and  gave  to  him  rest. 

At  last  good  fortune  smiled,  and  he  made  love 

To  a  fair  pious  maiden,  meek  as  a  dove ; 

Most  ardently  courted  her  day  and  night, 

And  then  in  gay  coaches,  a  pretty  sight. 

His  bride  and  her  maids  to  the  church  did  bring, 

And  was  married  with  his  found  wedding  ring ! 

These  holy  moral  sentiments  are  not  Charles  Bradlaugh's  we 
well  knov/,  but  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  however  modestly  the 
immodest  ideas  (half  a  century  old)  of  the  American  physiolo- 
gist, Dr,  Knowlton,  may  be  written,  the  bare  mention  of  the 
subject  in  the  slightest  way  is  immoral  and  unnatural,  and  has  a 
tendency  to  raise  in  the  minds  of  the  young  and  innocent  ob- 
scene thoughts,  and  tempt  the  evil-disposed  to  indulge  their 
passions  with  impunity.  For  the  honour  of  freethinkers  we  blush, 
for  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  ^^  Fruits  of  Philosophy  "  exploit,  and  the 
use  it  will  be  put  to  as  one  of  the  stock  of  books  of  the  obscene 
booksellers  of  Holly  well  Street  (now  disguised  as  Bookseller's 
Row),  where  Robert  Dale  Owen's  *^  Moral  Physiology," 
Richard  Carlile's  beastly  ^' Every  Woman's  Book,"  Marcus's 
^'  Painless  Extinction,"  incidng  to  child  murder  by  a  nameless 
chemical  process,  and  other  vile  physiological  publications,  have 
long  been  sold  to  the  debauches  of  "  Rotten  Row  "  and  "  Vanity 
Fair." 

Before  we  introduce  to  the  reader  our  purer  "  Fruits  of 
Philosophy,"  we  will  here  give  a  few  remarkable  results  of  the 
philosophical  researches  of  Sceptics  and  their  rotten  fruits. 

Let  us  first  contemplate  x\ndrew  Jackson  Davis,  the  cele- 
i^rated  Spirit  Seer,  of  1847.  He,  the  ignorant  son  of  a  shoe- 
maker, of  Poughkeepsie,  only  20  years  of  age,  styling  himself 


**Seer  and  Clairvoyant/'  wrote  a  work  of  two  8vo.  volumes  for 
the  conversion  of  all  mankind  to  spiritualism,  entitled,  "The 
Principles  of  Nature,  her  Divine  Revelation,  and  a  Voice  to 
Mankind,  by  and  through  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  the  Pough- 
keepsie  Seer  and  Clairvoyant."  With  this  hig-h-sounding  pre- 
tensious  tide,  it  was  ushered  into  the  world  by  Mr.  Chapman,  a 
publisher,  who,  being-  himself  a  believer  in  spirit-raising,  and  a 
propagandist  of  the  new  faith,  wrote  a  long  preface,  and  no 
doubt  licked  into  shape  the  unlettered  author's  extraordinary 
brain-fever  fruits  of  philosophy.  Launched  forth  as  the  Revela- 
tion, not  of  the  Deity  directly,  but  indirectly  from  beings  of  the 
spiritual  world  intervening  between  man  and  the  Infinite,  he  de- 
clares, in  his  p»-eface,  p.  30,  "  There  is  no  unreasonableness  in 
the  presentiment  that,  in  the  present  age,  when  the  creeds  and 
dogmas  of  the  past  have  lost  their  influence  and  vitality^  and  man  has 
attained  a  degree  of  development  unfolding  new  wants  and  feel- 
ings, and  higher  sentiments,  and  when  his  faith  in  the  immortality 
of  the  soul  has  become  weakened  and  almost  annihilated  by  his 
struggles  with  material  nature,  and  his  partly  analytical  and 
inductive  modes  of  obtaining  knowledge  ;  a  new  revelation  suited 
to  his  enlarged  views  and  more  spiritual  nef^ds  should  be  vouch- 
safed. And  it  may  be  that  we  are  on  the  verge  of  an  era 
when  this  mysterious  and  mediatorial  element  between  mind  and 
mind,  the  Magnetic  Fluid  will  open  to  us  a  means  of  intellectual 
acquisidon  and  psychical  experience  more  commensurate  with 
our  yet  unfolded  capacities  'and  our  boundless  desires.*' 

The  above  passages  of  the  said  publisher  s  preface  were 
quoted  in  a  lecture  on  the  "  Credulities  of  Scepticism,"  by  the 
Rev,  Robert  Vaugan,  D.D.,  Principal  of  the  Lancashire  Inde- 
pendent College,  who,  subsequently,  in  a  more  extended  notice 
of  the  subject,  made  the  subjoined  caustic  and  just  commentary: 
"As  Mr.  Chapman  discourses  on  this  subject,  so  do  the  gentle- 
men discourse  who  present  themselves  as  witnesses  to  the 
authenticity  of  these  supposed  visions.  With  them,  and  with 
the  beardless  prophet,  Andrew  Jackson  Davis  himself,  all  our 
present  isms  have  had  their  day,  and  the  revelations  by  clairvo- 
yance and  the  magnetic  fluid  will  open  to  us  a  means 
of  intellectual  acquisition  and  psychical  experience  more 
commensurate  with  our  yet  unfolded  capacities,  and  our 
boundless  desires.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  to  look  some- 
what carefully  at  what  is  presented  to  us  from  this  source " 
(as  did  the  prosecutors  of  Dr.  Slade)  — "  and  the  more,  as  the 


quantity  in  this  case  is  such  as  to  fill  two  closely  printed  octavos^ 
an^  the  quality  is  such  as  to  touch  upon  nearly  all  knowledge  ;  '^ 
ar.  we  may  truly  add  even  theknowiedee  which  all  believers  in 
the  Bible  regard  as  Divine,  and  tending  to  endanger  Christianity 
itself  1 

"  The  story  is,  that  when  the  volumes  in  question  were  pub- 
lished, Andrew  Jackson  Davis  was  not  more  than  20  years  of 
age.  .  He  was  the  son  of  a  shoemaker.  He  had  grown  up  in 
very  straightened  circumstances.  His  only  school  education 
consisted  of  five  months's  attendance  at  a  district  i:chool  when  a 
boy.  Since  then,  we  are  told,  he  has  read  very  little.  Nor  has 
he  been  in  the  way,  it  is  said,  of  conversing  with  persons  better 
educated  than  himself.  Ignorant  as  he  is,  however,  in  his 
natural  or  normal  condition,  put  him  into  a  mesmeric  state,  let 
the  magnetic  fluid  do  its  office  upon  Mm,  and  he  can  see  truths 
of  all  kinds  by  intuition !  Time  and  space  with  all  that  is  in 
him,  or  that  has  ever  been  in  them,  seem  to  be  laid  open  to  his 
view.  The  body  of  the  seer,  being  sufficiently  fluidised,  /ke  Spirit 
passes  off  i he  body  into  infinite  space  and  out  of  present  time,  into 
the  remotest  past  time  ! 

Off  in  the  far  back  ages,  whose  distance  no  numbers  can 
reach,  the  Seer  beholds  in  space  floating,  a  formless,  nameless 
something,  out  of  which  everything  is  to  come.  ''  It  was,''  he  says, 
"a  vast  expanse  of  liquid  substance.  It  was  Vvithout  bounds — 
inconceivable,  and  with  qualities  and  essences  incomprehensible. 
This  was  the  original  condition  of  matter."     (Vol.  i.  p.  121.) 

But  in  due  time,  from  this  "  liquid  substance,''  a  globe,  a  great 
central  sun,  desdned  to  have  place  in  the  middle  of  the  future 
universe,  was  formed.  From  this  central  sun— in  comparison 
with  which  all  other  suns  are  but  pardcles— matter  is  thrown 
off  from  time  to  time,  which  gives  existence  to  other  suns  ; 
these  suns  in  like  manner  throw  off  matter  which  be- 
comes worlds  or  planets;  and  the  planets  again  in  like 
manner,  throw  off  matter  which  becomes  Satellites.  And  as 
all  satellites  flow  round  their  proper  orbs,  so  all  planets 
flow  round  their  respective  suas  j  and  so  all  suns  flow  in  ever 
widening  circles  round  their  great  central  sun.  Of  course  to  a 
mind  'thus  familiar  with  the  origin  of  all  suns  and  all  systems 
which  has  been  behind  lhe??i  all^  if  I  may  so  speak,  and  seen  how 
they  were  made,  our  own  solar  system  must  be  a  very  small 
affair,  a  mere  village  corner  of  the  universe.  Here  we  may  ex- 
pect the  prophet  to  be  quite  at  home,  and  his  accounts  to  become 


definite  and  minute.  And  so  they  are.  According  to  the  Seer, 
the  planet  Herschell,  and  those  still  farther  removed  from  the 
sun,  are  not  yet  sufficiently  condensed  to  become  the  seat  of 
life.  But  it  is  otherwise  with  Saturn,  and  globes  revolving  in  a 
more  limited  circle.  Of  these  we  have  wonderful  descriptions, 
geographical,  botanical,  zoological.  We  see  their  proportions  of 
land  and  water,  mountains  and  plains.  We  see  the  multiiudes 
of  the  planets,  classified  in  the  most  scientific  order. 

We  see  their  animals  disposed  of  in  the  same  intelligent 
manner.  Very  odd  often  are  the  shapes  of  the  vegetables  we 
find  there.  In  general  we  are  disposed  to  say  our  own  are 
better. 

But  everywhere  these  lower  developments  have  a  rational  and 
moral  existence  as  their  ultimate.  And  these  higher  existences 
in  the  planetary  worlds,  though  differifig  much  from  man  as  we 
know  him,  are  still  called  man.  It  may  not  be  unpleasant  to  you 
to  be  introduced  to  some  of  these  persons.  There  are  the  men 
oi  the  planet  Saturn,  for  example.  Their  forms,  we  are  told. 
''  is  perfect  in  its  developments,  and  adaptations  to  its  uses," 
But  their  limbs,  it  is  said,  ''  are  very  straight  and  round."  The 
substance,  moreover,  of  which  their  bodies  consist  is  so  fine  as 
to  be  "'  almost  transparent.''  Their  heads,  it  is  added,  are  '^  high 
and  lofty;  '*  for  everything  in  the  planetary  worlds,  it  appears, 
has  been  done  on  phrenological  principles.  Thus  it  is  said  of  the 
men  in  the  planet  Mars,  that  that  there  is  a  peculiar  prominence 
on  the  top  of  the  head  indicative  of  high  veneration.  The  cerebum 
and  the  cerebellum  correspond  in  form  and  size  and  the  latter 
extends  upwards  at  the  junction  of  the  brains,  which  makes  them 
very  susceptible  of  internal  and  true  affection,  (vol.  i.  p.  198.) 
As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Saturn,  so  clairvoyant  are  they  that 
every  man  knows  the  surface  of  the  whole  globe,  and  what  is 
everywhere  taking  place.  They  inhabit  buildings,  says  the  Seer, 
of  an  ingenious  and  peculiar  structure,  which  are  also  beautiful 
and  convenient.  These  are  very  large  and  extensive,  covering 
immense  acres  of  land,  like  an  extensive  city  among  us.  There 
are,  however,  but  few  of  these  large  and  united  buildings  on  the 
surface  of  the  planet,  these  being  near  the  equator,  where  light 
and  heat,  which  correspond  to  interior  truth  and  love,. are  most 
perfectly  enjoyed  I  '' 

Concerning  the  inhabitants  of  the  planet  Jupiter,  the  Clair- 
voyant says,  "Much  might  be  said  that  would  be  of  interest ; 
for  their  relation  to  our  conceptions  of  a  pe?fect  being  is  mych 
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closer  than  the  inhabitants  of  Saturn.  Their  form  is  full,  and 
well  sustained  by  inward  and  physical  forces.  Their  size^ 
symmetry,  and  beauty  of  form  exceed  those  of  the  earth's  in- 
habitants !  Their  mental  organisation  corresponds  to  their 
physical  developments.  Smoothness  and  evenness  are  upon  their 
form  generally.  But  the  Clairvoyant  adds,  *'They  do  not  walk 
erect,  but  assume  an  inclined  petition,  frequently  using  their  hands 
und  arms  in  walking,  the  lower  extremities  being  shorter  than  the 
arms,  according  to  our  standard  of  proportion  !  And  by  a 
modest  desire  to  be  seen  only  in  an  inclined  position  they  have 
formed  this  habit  which  has  become  an  established  custom 
among  them,"  (vol.  i.  p.  189.)  With  all  deference  to  our 
Clairvoyant,  it  is  not  one  of  our  conceptions,  of  a  graceful  and 
perfect  being,  that  he  should  go  upon  all  fours  !  But  something 
more  noteworthy  still  is  recorded  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mars. 
^'  Sentiments  arising  in  their  minds,  it  is  said,  become  instantly 
impressed  upon  their  countenances,  and  they  use  their  mouth  and 
tongue  for  their  specific  offices,  and  not  as  the  agent  in  conver- 
sation, r  When  one  conceives  a  thought,  and  desires  to  express 
it,  he  casts  his  beaming  eyes  upon  the  eyes  of  another,  and  his 
sentiments  instantly  become  known.  And  thus  do  their  counten- 
ances and  eyes,  together  with  their  gentle  affability,  typify  the 
purity  and  beauty  of  their  interiors  !     (vol.  i.  p.  202.) 

It  should  be  added,  that  one  of  the  lessons  acquired  by  Mr. 
Andrew  Jackson  Davis  in  his  abnormal  perigrinations  is,  the 
origin  of  evil  has  come  from  the  invention  of  language.  Every 
perfect  world,  accordingly,  should  be  a  world  of  pantomime  or 
dumb  show,  where  people  talk,  not  by  using  the  tongue,  but  by 
making  faces. 

The  gifted  Seer,  who  is  so  deeply  versed  in  the  history  of  the 
stellary  systems  and  the  planetary  worlds,  is,  as  will  be  supposed 
full  of  the  matter  concerning  the  history  of  our  own  poor  dwelling- 
place,  the  earth.  Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  in  common  divides 
the  process  of  the  creation  of  the  world  in  six  days  or  periods. 
But  Moses  has  told  us  nothing  on  this  subject,  compared  with 
what  the  modern  prophet  has  related.  The  Hebrew  lawgiver 
is  allowed  to  be  at  times  correct.  But  he  is  said  to  be  frequently 
in  error,  and  even  his  truth  is  borrowed.  One  is  chiefly  curious, 
however,  to  know  what  sort  of  account  this  better  Moses  has  to 
give  concerning  the  origin  of  man.  According  to  his  story,  the 
hand  of  nature  in  this  direction  was  long  but  a  "  prentice  hand/' 
Her  work  was  not  done  well,  it  appears,  until  done  many  times 


over.  The  first  type  of  man,  it  seems,  made  its  appearance  in 
the  early  part  of  the  sixth  day.  The  creatures  in  question, 
which  then  somehow  worked  their  v/ay  into  existence,  are  called 
Quadrumana,  because  the/  were  not  so  much  bipeds  as  creatures 
going  Jupiter  fashion,  u^On  ail  fours,  being  of  a  huge  monkey  or 
baboon  tribe. 

This  Poughkeepsie  Seer,  this  new  cogmoganist,  describing 
these  embryo  specimens  of  humanity,  says, — "  Their  body  was 
short  and  heavy,  their  limbs  disproportionately  long,  and  their 
heads  of  a  very  wide  and  low  form.  The  spinal  column  in  the 
early  s[)ecies  resembled  more  nearly  that  of  the  fish  than  that  of 
any  other  form.  The  shoulders  were  of  great  width,  and  the 
neck  was  very  short  and  full ;  the  whole  body  was  covered  with 
thick  heavy  hair,  like  many  of  the  plantigrades  of  that  .period 
Some  parts  of  the  body  of  this  quadrumana  resembled  those  of  the 
lowest  animals,  such  as  the  fore  limbs  which  were  used  always 
in  walking.  This  animal  was  the  first  type  after  many  ages  of 
re-generation,  which  resembled  in  any  particular  the  form  of 
man!  "     (vol.  i.  p.  315.)     So  writes  our  Poughkeepsie  Moses. 

Behold — Homer  and  -^schylus,  'ye  Shakespears  and  Miltons, 
behold  your  sires!  Those  hairy  brutes  climbing  their ^^ way 
through  yonder  primitive   forest,  they — they  are  your  fathers  ! 

Now,  what  you  have  to  remark  here  is,  that  the  men  who  sit 
at  the  feet  of  this  dreamer,  who  can  believe  that  he  is  allowed 
thus  to  look  into  the  most  subtle  mysteries  of  nature  past  or  pre- 
sent, to  become  thus  cognisant  of  the  most  remote  facts  of  the 
universe,  and  who  can  publish  costly  books  commending  these 
dreams  to  our  attention  as  veritable  revelations — these  are  the 
men  who  profess  themselves  amazed  and  aggrieved  that  the 
people  of  this  country  should  be  found  placing  faith  so  generally 
in  the  Divine  origin  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  some  of  the  most  deadly  enemies  of 
Christianity  in  our  time,  are  parties  whose  credulity  has  been  of 
this  order — a  monstrous  maw  that  can  sivallow  anything  ! 

If  Mr.  Davis  may  visit  the  planets  and  stars  after  this  manner 
why  may  we  not  all  do  so  ?  The  aerial  path  to  Jupiter  or 
Saturn  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being  as  much  thronged  as  the  foot- 
way between  Charing  Cross  and  the  Exchange,  and  the  charms 
of  a  trip  toKew  Gardens,  Richmond  Hill,  or  the  Crystal  Palace 
may  be  expected  to  become  feeble  compared  with  the  delights 
of  a  day  spent  with  our  neighbours  in  the  street  of  the  Great 
Bear,  or  with  such  of  our  friends  as  have  their  villas  in  the 
vicinitv  of  Orien 
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Our  readers  may  truly  say  with  us  that  all  the  foregoing- 
strang-e  delusions  are  the  fruits  of  philosophy  run  mad. 

Among  the  most  celebrated  persons  of  our  times  whose  philo- 
sophy thus  became  barren  and  injurious  to  society  were  the  once 
intellectual  and  beneficent  Robert  Owen,  and  Miss  Martineau. 
Of  the  former  we  will  first  speak,  with  whom  we  were  allied  in 
the  bonds  of  the  closest  personal  friendship. 

He  was  the  founder  of  the  first  Sunday  School  and  cotton- 
spinning  mill  at  New  Lanark,  in  Scotland,  for  supporting,  edu- 
cating, and  employing  outcast  boys  and  girls,  though  a  sceptical 
philosopher  and  philanthropist. 

In  the  spirit  of  true  charity,  therefore,  we  must  regret  the 
wreck  of  the  once  mighty  intellect  of  a  great  and  good  man,  and 
place  to  the  account  of  the  physical  and  mental  infirmities  of  his 
extreme  old  age  (nearly  90  we  believe),  the  composition  of  the 
follow  ing  *'  Manifesto  : '' — 

*^  Peace,  Charity,  Love,  Union,  and  Progress,  to  all  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Earth.'' 

"  A  great  moral  revolution  is  about  to  be  effected  for  the 
human  race,  and  by  an  apparent  miracle. 

^'Strange  and  incredible  as  it  will  at  first  appear,communications 
most  important  and  gratifying  have  been  made  to  great  numbers 
in  America,  and  to  many  in  this  country,  through  manifestations 
by  visible  yet  audible  powers,  purporting  to  be  from  departed 
spirits,  and  to  me  especially,  from  President  Jefferson,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  His  Royal  Highness  the  late  Duke  of  Kent,  Grace 
Fletcher,  my  first  and  most  enlightened  disciple,  and  many 
members  of  my  own  family,  Welch  and  Scotch. 

*'  I  have  applied  all  my  powers  of  mind,  so  as  honestly  and 
fearlessly  to  investigate  the  new  manifestations,  said  to  be  made 
by  departed  spirits  from  another  advanced  state  of  existance. 

*^Undl  the  commencement  of  this  investigation,  a  few  weeks 
since  I  believed  all  things  were  eternal,  but  that  there  is  a  con- 
stant change  in  their  combinations  and  results,  and  that  there 
was  no  personal  or  conscious  existence  after  death. 

By  investigating  the  history  of  these  manifestations  in  America, 
and  subsequently  as  will  be  narrated,  through  the  proceedings 
of  the  American  viediuju,  by  whose  peculiar  organisation  mani- 
festations are  obtained,  I  have  been  compelled,  contrary  to  my 
previous  strong  convictions  to  1  eiieve  in  a  future  conscious  state 
of  life,  existing  in  a  refined  material  or  what  is  called  a  spiritual 
state  ;  and  that  from  the  natural  progress  of  creation,  the  de- 
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parted  spirits  have  the  power  to  communicate  their  feelings  and 
knowledge  to  us  living*  upon  earth  by  various  means/' 

The  famous  authoress,  Miss  Martineau,  all  her  life  previous, 
a  confirmed  disbeliever  in  a  Creator  and  Revelation,  became 
also  a  victim  of  the  spiritualistic  delusion,  in  her  latter  days. 
With  her  face  averted  from  the  glorious  ^^Rock  of  Ages,'' 
**  She  took,"  as  Dr.  Vaugaa  declares,  ^'a  Mr.  Atkinson  to  be 
her  priest,  and  despite  all  her  brilliant  natural  gifts,  profound 
learning,  and  depth  of  knowledge,  she,  sceptic  though  she  was, 
concerning  Christianity,  embraced  the  hideous  idolatry  of  the 
Spiritualists,  and  sitting  at  Atkinson's  feet  in  most  abject  mood, 
received  her  daily  lessons  from  his  lips/' 

Most  extraordinary  indeed  havje  been  the  discoveries  of  this 
Mr.  Atkinson.  He  thoroughly  understands  the  miracles  and 
prophecies  of  Christ,  and  could  show  himself  no  less  sagacious 
and  powerful,  were  he  so  disposed.  When  he  has  been  mes- 
merising in  cold  w^eather,  so  free  is  the  passing  of  fluids  from 
body  to  body  at  such  tim-^?,  that  he  has  had  but  to  shake  his 
flannel-waistcoat,  and  the-  sparks  flying  off  would  be  such  as  to 
enable  him  to  see  the  time  of  night  by  his  watch.  Such  is  his 
mesmeric  sensitiveness,  that  on  entering  a  sick  room,  he  can  tell 
by  his  own  sensations,  where  the  patient  is  sutferin^^,  without 
asking.  His  pleasures  from  this  source  are  no  less  remarkable. 
At  times  they  have  made  him  ''seem  or  think  himself  all  in  all.'* 
His  patients,  too,  have  been  extraordinary  people.  One  lady 
could  read  writing  when  her  eyes  were  closed — reading  from  the 
top  of  her  head,  or  from  any  part  of  her  body.  Another  lady, 
forty  years  of  age,  blind,  and  born  blind,  could  see  in  her  sleep; 
and  were  sight  given,  she  ''  could  not  only  say  that  red  was 
different  from  green,  but  which  was  red,  and  which  was  green.'* 
On  one  occasion,  while  bringing  a  person  out  of  a  mesmeric 
state,  the  influence  seemed  to  pass  into  a  lady  standing  close  by, 
who  ran  away  screaming  like  one  possessed,  and  Mr.  Atkinson 
thought  of  the  devils  cast  into  the  herd  of  swine. 

One  sick  lady  always  knew  when  some  one  known  to  her  had 
died,  the  token  being  *'•  the  form  of  a  black  cat  coming  over  her 
bed."  To  another  patient  Mr.  Atkinson's  face  always  shone 
like  phosphorous,  being  brighter  or  darker  according  to  the 
health  or  force  he  happened  to  be  in.  '*  Sleep-walkers/'  he 
tells  us,  ''  often  see  through  into  themselves,  as  if  they  were  all 
on  fire,  and  perceive  light  emanating  from  the  top  of  the  head, 
■or  from  any  faculty  in  action."  Wnat  is  more  remarkable,  with 
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a  touch  from  a  bit  of  hair  or  leather,  touched  by  a  person,  they 
can  read  that  person's  entire  history.  In  all  this,  and  in  very 
much  more  like  this,  Miss  Martineau  could  avow  herself  a  de- 
cided and  delighted  believer,  and  repeat  her  *'  Amen  "  as  this 
high  priest,  or  rather  this  small-priest  of  Atheism  chants  his 
litany,  saying  Philosophy  finds  no  God  in  Natuke,  no  personal 
Being  or  Creator^  nor  sees  the  want  of  any  !  i^"  Man's  Nature 
and  Development,"  by  H.  G.  Atkinson  and  Harriet  Martineau; 
pp.  I02,  104,  105,  109,  153,  157,  198.  British  Quarterly,  vol.  xv. 
p.  262. 

In  a  letter  printed  by  Professor  Gregory,  of  Edinburgh,  Mr» 
Atkinson  says,  *^  On  one  occasion  I  breathed  a  dream  into  a  glove, 
which  I  sent  to  a  lady;^'  the  drtam  occurred,*'  that  is  to  say, 
through  the  glove  thus  breathed  into  by  Atkinson,  and  the  mag- 
netic influence  he  communicated  to  it,  the  day  afterwards  the 
lady  had  the  same  dream. 

From  these  dead  fruits  of  frail  humanity,  let  us  now,  O  !  vir- 
tuous and  intelligent  reader,  turn  to  a  profound  contemplation 
of  a  holier  philosophy  translated  from  the  Chinese  as  set  forth  in 
the  sublime  "HOLY  BOOK  OF  DIVINE  WISDOM,  for  the 
Perfection  of  Human  Life,  and  Guidance  of  the  Soul  from  Earth 
to  Heaven  ;  "  being  llie  Ancient  CHINESE  BIBLE  Thousands  oj 
years  old!  Comprising  in  two  parts,  twelve  books  of  fifty- 
one  chapters,  from  manuscripts  translated  in  the  early  part  of 
the  1 8th  century,  by  the  learned  Ambassador  of  the  Emperor 
of  China,  from  the  Sacred  Volume  of  Holy  Scriptures  concealed 
for  ages  upon  the  summit  of  a  lofty  mountain  in  the  Great 
Temple  of  the  Grand  Lama  and  High  Priest  of  Thibet ;  and 
which  were  re-translated  by  an  English  gentleman  at  Pekin, 
and  transmitted  to  his  friend,  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  ;  con- 
firming the  Bible  of  the  Jews  and  Christians  in  the  doctrine  of 
one  only  true  God. 

In  proof  of  its  beauties  and  sublimity,  we  shall  now  supply 
extracts  from  different  chapters  of  the  Chinese  Bible,  sufficient  to 
expound  the  various  subjects  of  our  title,  and  supply  an  antidote 
to  counteract  the  injurious  effects  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh  and  Mrs. 
Besant's  immoral  American  edition.  Chapter  IX.  of  Book  the  First, 
Part  the  First,  inculcates  a  virtuous  regulation  of  the  Passions 
and  Affections  ;  also  demonstrates  the  blessings  of  Temperance, 

*  Letters  on  Animal  Magnetism,  p.  517. 
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and  the  curses  that  attend  the  victimsof  temptation,  wantonness, 
and  debauchery  in  the  followintr  twenty-four  verses: — 

1.  The  nearest  approach  thou  canst  make  to  happiness  on 
this  side  the  grave,  is  to  enjoy  from  heaven  understanding  and 
health. 

2.  These  blessing-s,  if  thou  possessest,  and  would  preserve  to 
old  age,  avoid  the  allurements  of  voluptuousness,  and  fly  from  her 
temptations. 

3.  When  she  spreadeth  her  delicacies  on  the  board,  when  her 
wine  sparkleth  in  the  cup,  when  she  smileth  upon  thee,  and  per- 
suadeth  thee  to  be  joyful  and  happy ;  then  is  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  let  reason  stand  firmly  on  her  guard. 

4.  For  if  thou  hearkenist  unto  the  words  of  her  adversary, 
thou  art  deceived  and  betrayed 

5.  The  joy  which  she  promiseth  changeth  to  madness,  and  her 
enjoyments  lead  on  to  madness  and  death. 

6.  Look  round  her  board,  cast  thine  eyes  upon  her  guests,  and 
observe  those  who  have  been  allured  by  her  smiles,  who  have 
listened  to  her  temptations. 

7.  Are  they  not  meagre  ?  Are  they  not  sickly  ?  Are  they 
not  spiritless  ? 

8.  Their  short  hours  of  jollity  and  riot  are  followed  by  tedious 
days  of  ruin  and  dejection.  She  hath  debauched  and  palled 
their  appetites,  that  they  have  now  no  relish  for  her  nicest 
dainties;  her  votaries  have  become  her  victims;  the  just  and 
natural  consequence  which  God  hath  ordained  in  the  constitution 
of  things  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  abuse  his  gifts. 

9.  But  who  is  she  that,  with  graceful  steps,  and  with  a  lively 
air,  trips  over  yonder  plain  ? 

10.  The  rose  blusheth  on  her  cheeks,  the  sweetness  of  the 
morning  breaketh  from  her  lips ;  joy,  tempered  with  innocence 
and  modesty,  sparkleth  in  her  eyes,  and  from  the  cheerfulness  of 
her  heart  she  singeth  as  she  walks. 

11.  Her  name  is  Health,  she  is  the  daughter  of  Exercise, 
who  begot  her  upon  Temperance;  their  sons  inhabit  the 
mountains  that  stretch  over  the  regions  of  San  Ton  Hoe.* 

12.  They  are  brave,  active,  and  liveh^,  and  partake  of  all  the 
beauties  of  their  sister. 

13.  Vigour  stringeth  their  nerves,  strength  dwelleth  in  their 
bones,  and  labour  is  their  delight  all  the  day  long. 


*  In  the  northern  province  of  Thibet. 
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14-  The  employments  of  their  father  excite  their  appetites, 
and  the  repasts  of  their  mother  refresh  them. 

15.  To  combat  the  passions  is  their  delight,  to  conquer  evil 
habits  is  the'r  glory. 

16.  Their  pleasures  are  moderate,  and  therefore,  they 
endure  ;  their  repose  is  short,  but  sound  and  undisturbed. 

17.  Their  blood  is  pure,  their  minds  are  serene,  and  the 
physician  findeth  not  the  way  to  their  habitations. 

18.  But  safety  dwelleth  not  with  the  sons  of  man,  neither  is 
security  within  their  gates. 

19.  Behold  them  exposed  to  new  dangers  from  without, 
while  a  traitor  within  lurketh  to  betray  them. 

20.  Their  health,  their  strength,  their  beauty  and  activity  have 
raised  desire  in  the  bosom  of  lascivious  love. 

21.  She  standeth  in  her  bower,  she  courteth  their  regard, 
she  spreadeth  her  temptations  ;  her  limbs  are  soft  and  deli- 
cate, her  attire  is  loose  and  inviting;  wantonness  speaketh  in 
her  eyes,  and  on  her  bosom  sits  temptation ;  she  beckoneth 
with  her  finger,  she  wooeth  them  with  her  looks,  and,  by  the 
smoothness  of  her  tongue,  she  endeavoureth  to  deceive. 

22.  Ah!  fly  from  her  allurements,  stop  thy  ears  to  her 
enchanting  words.  If  thou  meetest  the  languishing  of  her 
eyes,  if  thou  hearest  the  softness  of  her  voice,  if  she  casteth 
her  arms  about  thee,  she  bindeth  thee  in  chains  for  ever  ! 

23.  Shame  folio weth,  and  disease,  and  want,  and  care,  and 
vain  repentance. 

24-  Enfeebled  by  dalliance,  with  luxury  pampered,  and 
softened  by  sloth,  strength  shall  forsake  thy  limbs,  and  health 
thy  constitution.  Thy  days  shall  be  few,  and  those  inglorious; 
thy  griefs  shall  be  many,  yet  meet  with  no  compassion. 

The  ART  OF  LOVE,  the  PLEASURES  OF  COURTSHIP, 
and  CHOICE  OF  LOVERS  by  both  sexes  are  themes  that 
come  next  in  order  for  the  m^ost  serious  consideration. 
Chapter  V.  of  Book  the  Second,  Part  the  first  contains  advice 
for  young  men,  and  warns  them  against  unchaste  allure- 
ments and  desires;  also  shows  the  beauties  of  chaste  love, 
virtue,  modesty,  innocence,  and  purity  in  the  subjoined  eight 
verses : — 

I.  Beware  young  man,  beware  of  the  allurements  of  wan- 
tonness, and  let  not  the  harlo:  tempt  thee  to  excess  in  her 
delights.  The  madness  of  desire  shall  defeat  its  own  pursuits, 
from  the  blindness  of  its  rage  thou  shalt  rush  upon  destruction. 
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2.  Therefore  give  not  up  thy  heart  to  her  swe'et  enticements, 
neither   suffer   thy   soul    to   be    enslaved    by    her   enchanting 

delusions. 

3.  The  fountain  of  health,  which  must  supply  the  stream  of 
pleasure,  shall  quickly  be  dried  up,  and  every  springy  of  joy  shall 
be  exhausted. 

4.  In  the  prime  of  thy  life  old  age  shall  overtake  thee ;  thy 
sun  shall  decline  in  the  morning  of  thy  days. 

5.  But  when  virtue  and  modesty  enlighten  her  charms,  the 
lustre  of  a  beautiful  woman  is  brighter  than  the  stars  of  heaven, 
and  the  influence  of  her  power  it  is  in  vain  to  resist. 

6.  The  whiteness  of  her  bosom  transcendeth  the  lily,  her 
smile  is  more  delicious  than  a  garden  of  roses. 

7.  The  innocence  of  her  eye  is  like  that  of  the  turtle ;  simpli- 
city and  truth  dwell  in  her  heart. 

8.  The  kisses  of  her  mouth  are  sweeter  than  honey ;  the  per- 
fumes of  Arabia  breathe  from  her  lips. 

9.  Shut  not  thy  bosom  to  the  tenderness  of  love ;  the  purity  of 
its  flame  shall  enoble  thine  heart,  and  soften  it  to  receive  the  fairest 
impressions. 

Young  women  would  do  well  to  store  up  in  memory  the  above 
virtuous  principles,  and  mould  their  intercourse  with  the  male 
sex  accordingly,  then  shall  the  pleasures  of  their  Courtshi'p  be 
crowned  with  the  acquisition  of  a  true  and  worthy  Lover,  and  an 
affectionate  Husband, 

The  Duties  of  Husbands  and  Wives,  and  of  Parents ;  the 
Comforts  of  Matrimony,  and  the  Rearing  of  a  Family  are 
enforced  in  the  three  next  Chapters  of  Books  the  Third  and 
Fourth  of  the  CHINESE  BIBLE  as  follows.  Chapter  I.  of  Book 
the  Third,  in  25  verses  thus  showeth  the  Duty  of  Woman  as  a 
Daughter,   Wife,  and  Mother  : — 

1.  Give  ear  fair  daughter  of  love  to  the  instructions  of  Provi- 
dence, and  let  the  precepts  of  truth  sink  deep  in  thine  heart,  so 
shall  the  charms  of  thy  mind  add  lustre  to  thy  form  ;  and  thy 
beauty,  like  the  rose  it  resembleth,  shall  retain  its  sweetness, 
when  its  bloom  is  withered. 

2.  In  the  spring  of  thy  youth,  in  the  morning  of  thy  days, 
when  the  eyes  of  men  gaze  on  thee  with  delight,  and  Nature 
whispereth  in  thine  ear  the  meaning  of  their  looks;  ah!  hear 
with  caution  their  seducing  words,  guard  well  thy  heart,  nf)r 
listen  to  their  soft  persuasions. 

3.  Remember  thou  art  made  man's  reasonable  companion^ 
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not  the  slave  of  his  passion  ;  the  end  of  thy  being-  is  to  assist  him 
in  the  toils  of  life,  to  soothe  him  with  thy  tenderness,  and  to 
recompense  his  care  with  soft  endearments. 

4.  Who  is  she  that  winneth  the  heart  of  man  to  love  and 
reigneth  m  his  breast  ? 

5.  Lo!  yonder  she  walketh  in  maiden  sweetness,  with  inno- 
cence in  her  mind,  and  modesty  on  her  cheeks. 

6.  Her  hand  seeketh  employment,  her  foot  delighteth  not  in 
g-adding-  abroad. 

7.  She  is  clothed  with  neatness,  she  is  fed  with  temperance ; 
humility  and  meekness  are  as  a  crown  of  glory  circling  her 
head. 

8.  On  her  tongue  dvvelleth  music,  the  sweetness  of  honey 
floweth  from  her  lips. 

9.  Decency  is  in  all  her  words,  in  her  answers  are  mildness 
and  truth. 

10.  Submission  and  obedience  are  the  lessons  of  her  life,  and 
peace  and  happiness  are  her  reward. 

1 1 .  Before  her  steps  walketh  prudence,  and  virtue  attendeth 
at  her  right  hand, 

12.  Her  eye  speaketh  softness  and  love  ;  but  discretion  with 
a  sceptre,  sitteth  on  her  brow. 

13.  The  tongue  of  the  licentious  is  dumb  in  her  presence,  the 
awe  of  her  virtue  keepeth  them  silent. 

14.  When  scandal  is  busy,  and  the  fame  of  her  neighbour  is 
tossed  from  tongue  to  tongue ;  if  charity  and  good  nature 
open  not  her  mouth,  the  finger  of  silence  resteth  on  her  lips. 

15.  Her  breast  is  the  mansion  of  goodness,  and  therefore  she 
suspecteth  no  evil  in  others. 

16.  Happy  were  the  man  that  should  .make  her  his  wife ; 
happy  the  child  that  should  call  her  mother. 

17.  She  presideih  in  the  house,  and  there  is  peace ;  she  com- 
mandeth  with  judgment. 

18.  The  care  of  her  family  is  her  whole  delight,  to  that  alone 
she  applieth  her  study  ;  and  elegance  with  frugality  is  seen  in  her 
mansions. 

19.  The  prudence  of  her  management  is  an  honour  to  her 
husband,  and  he  heareth  her  praise  with  a  secret  delight. 

20.  She  informeth  the  minds  of  her  children  with  wisdom, 
she  fashioneth  their  manners  from  the  example  of  her  good- 
ness. 

21.  The  word  of  her  mouth  is  the  law  of  their  yourh,  the 
motion  of  her  eye  commandeth  their  obedience. 
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22.  She  speaketh,  and  her  servants  fly  ;  she  pointeth,  and  the 
Ihing-  is  done  ;  for  the  law  of  love  is  in  their  heart,  and  her  kind- 
ness addeth  wings  to  their  feet. 

23.  In  p**osperity  she  is  not  puffed  up ;  in  adversity  she  healeth 
the  wounds  of  fortune  with  patience. 

24.  The  troubles  of  her  husband  are  alleviated  by  her  counsels, 
and  sweetened  by  her  endearments ;  he  putteth  his  heart  in  her 
bosom,  and  receiveth  comfort. 

25.  Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  made  her  his  wife,  happy  the 
child  that  calleth  her  mother. 

Chapter  I.  of  Book  the  foifrth,  Part  the  first,  in  twelve 
verses,  setteth  forth  the  Duty  of  a  Man  as  a  Lover  and  a  Hus- 
band. 

1.  Take  unto  thyself  a  wife,  and  obey  the  ordinance  of 
God ;  take  unto  thyself  a  wife,  and  become  a  faithful  member 
of  society. 

2.  But  examine  with  care,  and  fix  not  suddenly.  On  thy 
present  choice  depends  thy  future  happiness. 

3.  If  much  of  her  time  is  employed  in  dress  and  adornments, 
if  she  is  enamoured  with  her  own  beauty,  and  delighteth  with 
her  own  praise ;  if  she  laugheth  much,  and  talketh  loud  ;  if  her 
foot  abideth  not  in  her  father's  house,  and  her  eves  with  bold- 
ness  rove  on  the  faces  of  men  ;  tho'  her  beauty  were  as  the  sun 
in  the  firmament  of  heaven,  turn  thy  face  from  her  charms,  turn 
thy  feet  from  her  paths,  and  suffer  not  thy  soul  to  be  ensnared 
by  the  allurements  of  imagination. 

4.  But  when  thou  findest  sensibility  of  heart,  joined  with  soft- 
ness of  manners  ;  an  accomplished  mind,  with  a  form  agreeable 
to  thy  fancy  ;  take  her  home  to  thy  house,  she  is  w^orthy  to  be 
thy  friend,  thy  companion  in  life,  the  wife  of  thy  bosom. 

5.  O,  cherish  her  as  a  blessing  sent  from  Heaven  !  Let  the 
kindness  of  thy  behaviour  endear  thee  to  her  heart. 

6.  She  is  the  mistress  of  thy  house ;  treat  her  therefore  with 
respect,  that  thy  servants  may  obey  her. 

7.  Oppose  not  her  inclination  without  cause ;  she  is  the 
partner  of  thy  cares,  make  her  also  the  companion  of  thy 
pleasures. 

8.  Reprove  her  faults  with  gentleness,  exact  not  her  obedience 
with  vigour. 

9.  Trust  thy  secrets  in  her  breast ;  her  counsels  are  sincere, 
thou  shall  not  be  deceived. 

10.  Be  faithful  to  her  bed,  for  she  is  the  mother  of  thy 
children. 
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11.  When  pain  and  sickness  assault  her,  let  thy  tenderness, 
soothe  her  affliciion;  a   look  from  thee  of  pity  and  love  shaft 
alleviate  her  grief,  or  mitigate  her  pain,  and  be  of  more  avail 
than  ten  physicians. 

12.  Consider  the  delicacy  of  her  sex,  the  tenderness  of  her 
frame,  and  be  not  severe  to  her  weakness,  but  remember  thine 
own  imperfections. 

Chapter  II.  of  Book  the  fourth.  Part  the  first,  inculcates  the 
Duty  of  a  Man  as  a  father  in  the  following-  thirteen  verses  : — 

1.  Consider,  thou  who  art  e  parent,  the  importance  of  thy 
trust ;  the  Being  thou  hast  produced*  it  is  thy  duty  to  support. 

2.  Uoon  thee  also  it  dependeth  whether  the  child  of  thy 
bosom  shall  be  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to  thyself:  a  useful  or  a 
worth  ess  member  of  the  community. 

3.  Prepare  him  early  with  instruction,  and  season  his  mind 
with  the  maxims  of  truth. 

4.  Watch  the  bent  of  his  inclination,  set  him  right  in  his  youth, 
and  let  no  evil  habit  gain  strength  with  his  years. 

5.  So  shall  he  rise  like  a  cedar  on  the  mountains  ;  his  head 
shall  be  seen  above  the  trees  of  the  forest. 

6.  A  wicked  son  is  a  reproach  to  his  father,  but  be  that  doth 
right  is  an  honour  to  his  grey  hairs. 

7.  The  soil  is  thine  own,  let  it  not  want  cultivation  ;  the  seed 
which  thou  sowest,  that  also  shalt  thou  reap. 

8.  Teach  him  obedience,  and  he  shall  bless  thee  ;  teach  him 
modest}^,  and  he  shalt  not  be  ashamed, 

9.  Teach  him  gratitude,  and  he  shall  receive  benefits;  teach 
him  charity,  and  he  shall  gain  love. 

10;  Teach  him  temperance,  and  he  shall  have  health  ;  teach 
him  prudence  and  fortune  shall  attend  him. 

11.  Teach  him  jusdce,  and  he  shall  be  honoured  by  the 
world  ;  teach  him  sincerity,  and  his  own  heart  shall  not  reproach 
him. 

12.  Teach  him  diligence,  and  his  wealth  shall  increase ; 
teach  him  benevolence  and  his  mind  shall  be  exalted. 

13.  Teach  him  science,  and  his  life  shall  be  useful;  teach 
him  religion  and  his  death  shall  be  happy. 

Dear  Reader,  in  our  former  edition  we  laid  before  you  the 
above  extracted  samples  of  the  ^^olden  Fruits  of  a  Divine 
Philosophy  as  ancient  as  the  world,  from  the  Sublime  Chinese 


*  Not  prevented  as  Bradlaugh  and  Besant  advocate. 
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Bible  in  our  possession.  The  large  circulation  it  has  acquired 
through  the  deep  appreciation  of  all  classes  of  the  reading 
public,  has  enabled  us  to  double  the  former  size,  and  give 
an  increased  quantity  of  its  contents,  with  the  Chinese  Em- 
peror's letter  and  a  full  history. 

History  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Hidden  Books  of  the 
Ancient  Chinese  Bible  ;  and  a  description  of  the 
Grand  Lama,  Priests,  and  Great  Temple  of  Thibet,  with  the 
Letter  of  the  learned  Emperor  of  China,  cS^»c. 
To  aid  the  circulation  of  Divine  truth,  and  to  fortify  the  ancient 
belief  of  a  one  only  true  unhegolten  God,  and  in  these  days  of 
scepticism  to  the  preachers  of  which  this  book  was  published  as 
an  opponent;  and  an  antidote  to  their  demoralising  Philosophy, 
on  behalf  of  the  better  teachings  of  the  Bible  of  the  Jews  and 
christians,  concerning  the  existence  of  an  eternal  Almighty 
Ruler  of  the  Universe ;  and  in  support  of  the  superior  morality 
taught  in  its  pages,  the  following  precious  literary  treasures  of 
antiquity,  testifying  to  the  religious  faith  of  a  people  who  Wved 
many  thousand  of  years  ago,  long  anterior  to  Confucious,  the 
Chinese  Philosopher,  and  the  paganism  now  rife  in  Thibet, 
China,  and  other  Eastern  countries,  have  been  rescued  from 
their  oblivion  of  over  a  century  and  a  quarter  of  years,  and  are 
now,  after  a  careful  revision  of  the  earliest  printed  edition  with 
all  the  signs  of  old  age,  re-launched  upon  the  ocean  of  publicity 
for  the  moral  good  of  mankind.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
■eighteenth  century  they  first  startled  the  world  by  their  appear- 
ance in  2  parts,  accompanied  with  the  letters  herein  given, 
addressed  to  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  from  an  English  gentle- 
man then  residing  in  the  Capital  of  China,  who,  by  permission, 
re-translated  them  into  English  from  the  manuscript  of  the 
learned  doctor  of  languages  and  literature  deputed  by  the 
Chinese  Emperor  as  his  Ambassador  and  Commissioner,  with 
an  immense  retinue  of  servants  and  costly  presents  to  the 
Grand  Lama  of  Thibet,  In  sublimity  equal  to  our  own  Scrip- 
ture s,  as  a  labour  of  love  they  are  here  carefully  arranged-,  with 
the  fervant  hope  that  under  God's  blessing  they  may  power- 
fully aid  the  tendency  apparent  all  over  the  world  to  acknow- 
ledge the  dependance  of  frail  humanity  upon  a  Divine  Providence, 
in  spite  of  the  muldtude  of  disbelievers  among  all  classes  and 
conditions  of  men,  and  the  crafty  Priests  of  Superstition  and 
Scripture   perversion,   who   now    as    ignoranlly    worship    the 
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"  Unknown  God/' — *'  blind  leaders  of  the  blind,'*  as  in  the  day 
when  Pawl  preached  on  the  hill  of  Mars  to  the  people  of  Athens. 

A  careful,  serious  perusal  of  the  51  chapters  of  these  12 
Ancient  Books  from  the  Great  Sacred  Volume  of  Scriptures 
hidden  for  many  ages,  until  the  last  century,  in  the  Grand 
Temple  of  Thibet,  upon  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  will  afford 
the  reader  strong  eviience  of  the  prevalence  of  a  flood  of  pure 
religious  knowledge  among  nations  contemporary  with  God's 
chosen  people,  in  countries  where  (if  Chinese  tradition  and 
history  speak  truly)  the  Deluge  never  took  place ;  and  where 
all  the  subsequent  events  of  our  Biblical  history,  from  the  earliest 
period  down  to  the  appearance  of  the  Saviour,  have  been 
entirely  unknown. 

The  great  antiquity  of  these  sacred  writings  is  unquestionable, 
and  believed  by  many  of  the  learned  of  Eastern  climes  and 
Europe  to  be  as  aged  as  the  Books  of  the  Jewish  Bible,  and 
which,  in  almost  identical  language  of  the  sublimest  order 
speak  of  the  existence  of  a  great  and  good  Almighty  Power, 
and  so  far  confirm  one  and  another  without  the  slightest  devia- 
tion, as  if  they  were  sister-books  and  emanated  from  the  same 
inspired  pen. 

Indeed,  so  beautiful  are  their  language,  precepts,  and  doctrine, 
that  if  the  old  Bible  of  our  household  had  no  existence,  we  should 
gladly  embrace  them  above  all  we  have  yet  seen  in  our  long 
earthly  pilgrimage  and  constitute  them  as  the  basis  of  our 
ministrations  to  the  rest  of  mankind.  A  deeper  contemplation 
of  their  excellencies,  and  the  far  off  ages  when  perhaps  they  were 
commonly  known  to  the  people  of  Thibet,  China,  and  all  the 
adjacent  countries,  and  led  them  to  the  worship  of  the  One  only 
true  God,  raiseth  in  our  minds  the  inquiry — *'  How  came  the 
Confucian  Philosophy  and  the  Pagan  idolatries  now  prevalent, 
to  be  established  everywhere,  and  the  ancient  glorious  faith  to 
be  totally  extinguished  ?  The  political,  social,  and  moral 
changes  inscribed  in  the  historical  records  of  other  nations, 
more  especially  the  annals  of  priestcraft,  immediately  supply  us 
with  the  answer.  And  in  confirmation,  upon  grounds  the  most 
unanswerable,  the  reader  will  find  in  the  first  quoted  letter  of 
the  sender  of  these  books,  a  striking  description  of  the  Lama  Priest- 
hood and  their  craft,  thus  powerfully  proving,  as  in  the  days  o 
Diana,  of  Popery  on  its  temporal  throne,  and  of  all  other  false 
spiritual  shepherds  and  instructors  of  the  people,  the  sacred 
soul-saving  words  of  the  true  living  God  was  made  a  Sealed 
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Book,  and  kept  from  all  classes  not  belonging  to  the  priestly 
orders. 

Here,  as  space  will  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  upon  this  topic 
and  proceed  deeper  into  the  history  of  the  world,  we  will  first 
introduce  our  readers  to  the  opening  announcement  of  the 
nobleman  who  received  these  precious  literary  treasures  from 
his  friend  in  China,  in  the  year  1749.  With  the  signs  of  a  good 
old  age  upon  it,  we  now  insert  it  in  this,  its  most  appropriate 
place  : — 

Adveriisement  to  the  Public, — The  spirit  of  virtue  and  morality 
which  breathes  in  this  ancient  piece  of  Eastern  instruction,  its 
force  and  conciseness,  and  the  hopes  that  it  may  do  good  have 
prevailed  with  the  person  to  whom  it  was  lent,  to  communicate 
to  the  public  what  was  translated  only  for  his  particular  amuse- 
ment. There  are  some  reasons  which  at  present  make  it  pro- 
per to  conceal,  not  only  his  own  name,  but  the  name  of  bis 
correspondent,  who  has  now  resided  in  China  several  years,  and 
been  engaged  in  a  business  very  different  from  that  of  collecting 
literary  curiosities.  These  reasons  will  not  subsist  long;  and 
as  he  seems  to  intimate  a  design,  on  his  return  to  England,  of 
publishing  an  entire  translation  of  Cao-tfou's  whole  journey,  the 
public  will  then,  in  all  probability,  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
satisfied  concerning  any  particulars  which  they  may  be  curious 
to  know.     ; 

After  the  foregoing  announcement  follows  the  letter  we  before 
alluded  to,  from  the  gentleman  in  China  who  transmitted  these 
translated  books  to  an  English  nobleman  in  London.  It  gives  a 
brief  interesting  exposition  of  the  Grand  Lama  and  Ruler  of 
Thibet,  who  filled  the  double  position  of  Sovereign  and  High 
Priest,  and  with  a  large  number  of  subordinate  Lamas,  or 
Priests,  by  the  crafty  contrivances  of  the  whole  body  was  adored 
as  a  god  and  a  kind  of  Eastern  Pope,  while  they  artfully  kept 
concealed  from  the  common  people,  in  the  Grand  Temple,  the 
great  sacred  volume  of  former  ages  which  spoke  of  the  one  only 
true  Almighty  in  Heaven,  and  denounced  such  iniquities,  and 
which  if  known  to  the  entire  nation  and  they  could  have  read 
and  understood  its  precious  pages,  would  have  unmasked  the 
whole  wicked  Priestly  Imposture,  and  led  the  people  to  drive  out 
the  Grand  Lama  and  his  host  of  wicked  profaners  from  the 
Temple  as  effectually  as  did  Jesus  the  money-changers  from  the 
Temple  of  Jerusalem  when  He  said,  "  It  is  written,  My  House  is 
a  house  of  prayer,  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves  I  " 
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The  said  letter  is  in  the  following-  form  : — 

^^  To  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield, 

"  Pi'kin,  May    12,    1 749. 

'''  My  Lord, 

In  the  last  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to 
your  Lordship,  dated  December  23,  1748,  I  think  I  concluded  all 
I  had  to  say  in  regard  to  the  topography  and  natural  history  of 
this  great  Empire.  I  proposed  in  this,  and  some  succeeding 
ones,  to  have  set  down  such  observations  as  1  have  been  able  to 
make  on  the  laws,  government,  religion  and  manners  of  the 
{People.  But  a  remarkable  occurrence  has  happened  lately 
which  engrosses  the  conversation  of  the  literati  here ;  and  may 
hereafter,  perhaps,  afford  matter  of  speculation  to  the  learned  in 
Europe.  As  it  is  of  a  nature  which  I  know  will  furnish  some 
entertainment  to  your  Lordship,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  as 
distinct  and  particular  account  of  it  as  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain.  Adjoining  China  on  the  west,  is  the  large  country  of 
Thibet,*  called  by  some  Parantala.  In  a  province  of  this 
country,  named  Lafa,  resides  the  Grand  Lama,  or  High  Priest 
of  these  idolaters ;  who  is  reverenced,  and  even  adored  as  a 
god,  by  most  of  the  neighbouring  nations.  The  high  opinion 
which  is  entertained  of  his  sacred  character,  induces  prodigious 
numbers  of  religious  people  to  resort  to  Lafa,  to  pay  their 
homage  to  him,  and  to  give  him  presents,  in  order  to  receive  his 
blessing.  His  residence  is  in  a  most  magnificent  pagod,  or 
temple  built  on  the  top  .of  the  mountain  Poutala,  The  foot  of 
this  mountain,  and  even  the  whole  district  of  Lafa  is  inhabited  by 
an  incredible  number  of  Lamas,  of  different  ranks  and  orders ; 
several  of  whom  have  very  grand  pagods  erected  to  their 
honour,  in  which  they  receive  a  kind  of  inferior  worship.  The 
whole  country,  like  Italy,  abounds  with  priests  ;  and  they 
entirely  subsist  on  the  great  number  of  rich  presents  which  are 
sent  them  from  the  utmost  extent  of  Tartary,  from  the  empire 
of  the  great  Mogul,  and  from  almost  all  parts  of  the  Indies. 
When  the  Grand  Lama  receives  the  adorations  of  the  people, 
he  is  raised  on  a  magnificent  altar,  and  sits  cross-legged  upon  a 
splendid  cushion.  His  worshippers  prostrate  themselves  before 
him  in  the  humblest  and  most  abject  manner ;  but  he  returns 
not   the   least  sign   of  respect,  nor  ever  speaks,  even   to  the 


*  The  cradle  of  the  ancient  Chinese  race. 
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greatest  princes.  He  only  lays  his  hand  upon  their  heads,  and 
they  are  fully  persuaded  that  they  receive  from  thence  a  full 
forgiveness  of  all  their  sins.  They  are  likeu^ise  so  extravagant 
as  to  imagine  that  he  knows  all  things,  even  the  secrets  of  the 
heart ;  and  his  particular  disciples,  being  a  select  number  of 
about  two  hundred  of  the  most  eminent  Lamas,  have  the  address 
to  make  the  people  believe  he  is  immortal ;  and  that,  whenever 
he  appears  to  die,  he  only  changes  his  abode,  and  animates  a 
new  body. 

The  learned  in  China  have  long  been  of  opinion,  that  in  the 
archives  of  this  grand  temple,  some  very  ancient  books  have  for 
many  ages  been  concealed  ;  and  the  present  Emperor,  who  is 
very  curious  in  searching  after  the  writings  of  antiquity,  became 
at  length  so  fully  convinced  of  the  probability  of  this  opinion,  that 
he  determined  to  try  whether  any  discovery  of  this  sort  could  be 
made.  To  this  end,  his  first  care  was,  to  find  out  a  person 
eminently  skilful  in  the  ancient  languages  and  characters.  He 
at  length  pitched  upon  one  of  the  Hanlins,  or  doctors  of  the 
first  order,  whose  name  was  Cao-tfou,  a  man  about  fifty  years 
of  age,  of  a  grave  and  noble  aspect,  cf  great  eloquence,  and 
who,  by  an  accidental  friendship  v^iih  a  certain  learned  Lama, 
who  had  resided  many  years  at  Pekin,  was  become  entirely 
master  of  the  language,  which  the  Lamas  of  Thibet  use  among 
themselves.  With  these  qualifications  he  set  forward  on  his 
journey,  and,  to  give  his  commissioner  the  greater  weight  the 
Emperor  honoured  him  with  the  title  of  Colca,  or  Prime 
Minister  ;  to  which  he  added  a  most  magnificent  equipage  and 
attendance,  with  presents  for  the  Grand  Lama,  and  the  other 
principal  Lamas,  of  an  immense  value;  also  a  letter,  written 
with  his  own  hand,  in  the  following  terms:— 

The  Esnpercr  of  China's  Letter 
To  the  Grand  Lama  of  Thibet. 

*'  To  the  Great  Representative  of   God,  Most   High,  Most    Holy, 
And  Worthy   to    he    Adored  I 

*' We,  the  Emperor  of  China,  Sovereign  of  all  the  Sovereigns 
of  the  earth,  in  the  person  of  this  our  Most  Respected  Prime 
Minister  Cao-tfou,  with  all  reverence  and  Humility,  prostrate 
ourself  beneath  thy  sacred  feet,  and  implore  for  ourself,  our 
friends,  and  our  empire,  thy  most  pov/erful  and  gracious^ 
benediction. 
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Having  a  strong*  desire  to  search  into  the  records  of  anti- 
quity, to  learn  and  retrieve  the  wisdom  of  the  ages  that  are 
past,  and  being  well  informed,  tiiat  in  the  sacred  repositories  of 
thy  most  ancient  and  venerable  hierarchy,  there  are  some 
valuable  books,  which  from  their  great  antiquity,  are  become  to 
the  generality,  even  of  the  learned,  almost  wholly  unintelligible ; 
in  order,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  prevent  their  being  totally  lost, 
we  have  thought  proper  to  authorise  and  employ  our  most 
learned  and  respected  Minister  Cao-tfou  in  this  our  present 
embassy  to  thy  Sublime  Holiness.  The  business  of  which  is  to 
desire  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  read  and  examine  the  said 
writings ;  we  expecting,  from  his  great  and  uncommon  skill  in 
the  ancient  languages,  that  he  will  be  able  to  interpret  what- 
ever may  be  tound,  though  of  the  highest  and  most  obscure 
antiquity.  And  we  have  commanded  him  to  throw  himself  at 
thy  feet,  with  such  testimonies  of  our  respect,  as,  we  trust,  will 
procure  him  the  admittance  we  desire."  (Here  followed  the 
Royal  Signature  with  the  vermillion  pencil.) 

'•I  will  not  detain  your  Lordship  with  any  particulars  of  his 
Journey,  though  he  hath  published  a  large  account  of  it,  abound- 
ing with  many  surprising  relations,  and  which,  at  my  return  to 
England,  I  may  probably  translate  and  publish  entire.  Let  it 
suffice  at  present,  that,  when  he  arrived  in  these  sacred  terri- 
tories, the  magnificence  of  his  appearance,  and  the  richness  of 
his  presents,  failed  not  to  gain  him  a  ready  admission.  He  had 
apartments  appointed  him  in  the  sacred  college,  and  was 
assisted  in  his  enquiries  by  one  of  the  most  learned  Lamas.  He 
continued  there  near  six  months,  during  which  time  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  finding  many  valuable  pieces  of  antiquity ;  from 
some  of  which  he  hath  made  very  curious  extracts,  and  hath 
formed  such  probable  conjectures  concerning  their  authors, 
and  the  times  wherein  they  were  written,  as  proves  him  to  be  a 
man  of  great  judgment  and  penetration  as  well  as  the  most  ex- 
tensive reading.  But  the  most  ancient  piece  he  hath  discovered, 
and  which  none  of  the  Lamas  for  many  ages  had  been  able  to 
interpret  or  understand,  contains  a  system  of  morality  written  in 
the  language  and  character  of  the  ancient  Gynnosophists,  or 
Brahmins  ;  but  by  what  particular  person,  or  in  what  particular 
time,  he  does  not  pretend  to  determine.  This  piece,  however, 
he  wholly  translated,  though,  as  he  himself  confesses,  with  an 
utter  incapacity  of  reaching,  in  the  Chinese  language,  the 
strength  and  sublimity  of  the  original. 
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The  judg-ments  and  opinions  of  the  Bonzees  and  the  learned 
Doctors  of  Literature  and  Languages  are  very  much  divided 
concerning  its  origin  Those  who  admire  it  the  most  highly,  are 
very  fond  of  attributing  it  to  Confucius,  their  own  great  philo- 
sopher, and  get  over  the  difficulty  of  its  being  written  in  the 
language  and  character  of  the  ancient  Brahmins  by  supposing 
this  to  be  only  a  translation,  and  that  the  original  work  of  Con- 
fucius is  lost.  Some  will  have  it  to  be  the  institutes  of  Lao- 
Kiun,  another  Chinese  philosopher,  contemporary  with  Con- 
fucius, and  iounder  of  the  sect  Taossee,  but  these  labour  under 
the  same  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  language  with  those  wha 
attribute  it  to  Confucius. 

There  are  others  who,  from  some  particular  marks  and 
sentiments  which  they  find  in  it,  suppose  it  to  be  written  by  the 
Brahmin  Dandamis,  whose  famous  letter  to  Alexander  the 
Great  is  recorded  by  the  European  writers.  With  these 
Cao-tfou  himself  seems  most  inclined  to  agree ;  at  least  so  far 
as  to  think  that  it  is  really  the  work  of  some  ancient  Brahmin; 
being  fully  persuaded,  from  the  spirit  with  which  it  is  written, 
that  it  is  no  translation.  One  thing,  however,  occasions  some 
doubt  amongst  them,  and  that  is,  the  plan  of  it ;  which  is  entirely 
new  to  the  Eastern  people,  and  so  unlike  any  thing  they  have 
ever  seen,  that,  if  it  was  not  for  some  turns  of  expressions 
peculiar  to  the  East,  and  the  impossibility  of  accounting  for  its 
being  written  in  this  very  ancient  language,  many  would  suppose 
it  to  be  the  work  of  an  European 

But  whoever  was  the  writer  of  it,  the  noise  which  it  makes  in 
this  city  and  all  over  the  Empire,  the  eagerness  with  which  it  is 
read  by  all  kinds  of  people,  and  the  high  character  which  is 
given  to  it  by  some,  determined  me  to  attempt  a  translation  of 
it  into  English  ;  especially  as  I  was  persuaded  they  would  be  an 
agreeable  present  to  your  Lordship.  And  I  was  the  more 
easily  induced  to  make  this  trial  as,  very  happily  for  me,  you 
cannot  judge  how  far  I  have  fallen  short  of  the  original,  or  even 
of  the  Chinese  translation  One  thing,  however,  it  may  perhaps 
be  necessary  to  apologize  for,  at  least  to  give  some  account  of; 
and  that  is,  the  style  and  manner  in  which  I  have  translated  it. 
I  can  assure  your  Lordship,  that  when  I  first  sat  down  to  the 
work,  I  had  not  the  least  intention  of  doing  it  in  this  way ;  but 
the  sublime  manner  of  thinking  which  appeared  in  the  Intro- 
duction, the  grea*:  energy  of  expression,  and  the  shortness  of  the 
sentences,  naturally  led  me  into  this  kind  of  style ;  and  I  hope 
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the  having-  so  elegant  a  pattern  to  form  myself  upon  as  our  ver- 
sjion  of  the  book  of  job,  the  Psalms,  the  works  of  Solomon,  and 
the  prophets,  hath  been  of  some  advantag-e  to  my  translation. 

Such  as  it  is,  if  it  affords  your  Lordship  any  entertainment,  I 
shall  think  myself  extremely  happy ;  and,  in  my  next,  will  re- 
sume my  account  of  this  people  and  their  empire. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

Note. — The  whole  of  the  12  Books  from  the  Earl  of  Chester- 
field's original  edition,  in  two  parts,  the  first  containing  7  books 
with  30  chapters,  and  the  second  5  books  with  21  chapters, 
have  been  carefully  compiled,  revised,  and  corrected  in  the 
orthography  of  these  times;  also  re-arranged  into  the  numbered 
verses  here  seen  by  our  readers,  for  the  greater  convenience  of 
all  classes. 

The  following  letter — as  will  be  observed  by  the  contents  and 
later  date — was  transmitted  to  the  same  noble  possessor  of  the 
former  books,  with  a  second  series  of  sacred  writings  from  the 
same  learned  correspondent,  carefully  arranged  into  a  separate 
part  for  the  moral  benefit  of  mankind : — 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield, 

Pekin,  Jan.  10,  17  "JO. 

My  Lord, — Not  a  month  after  I  had  inclosed  to  your  Lord- 
ship the  translation  I  had  attempted  of  the  Oriental  system  of 
morality  so  famous  in  these  parts,  we  were  agreeably  surprised 
with  a  manuscript  of  the  same  size ;  whose  antiquity,  charac- 
ters, and  other  internal  marks,  determined  it  to  be  the  perform- 
ance of  the  same  author;  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it 
shewed  us  that  something  was  wanting  to  what  we  had  before 
esteemed  a  complete  system,  very  happily  supplied  the  de- 
ficiency. 

I  could  not  rest,  after  the  first  dipping  into  it,  without  the 
pleasing  task  of  a  translation;  nor  when  I  had  finished  it,  with- 
out doing  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  it  to  your  Lordship. 
I  need  not  tell  your  Lordship  that  the  energy  of  thought, 
sublimity  of  style,  and  many  other  circumstances,  prove  the 
manuscript  to  come  from  the  same  Divine  Hand  that  planned 
the  other.  The  substance  of  it  carries,  abundantly,  more 
proof  of  it. 

If  I  did  not  flatter  myself  that  the  first  part  had  met  the 
honour  of  your  Lordship's  approbation,  I  should  not  be  ^o 
earnest  in  despatching  this  after  it. 
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But  while  I  know  the  vakie  of  the  work,  and  know  your 
Lordship's  distinguishing"  genius,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  affect 
a  doubt  about  it. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  yours,  &c. 

In  accordance  with  our  previous  promise,  we  shall  now 
gratify  our  enquiring  readers  with  more  copious,  instructive 
quotadons  from  the  soul-saving  pages  of  the  ancient  Chinese 
scriptures,  corresponding  in  arrangement  with  the  chapters 
before  given,  and  rendering  more  complete  the  budget  of 
moral  reflections  we  originally  wished  to  insert,  but  which  our 
former  more  limited  space  prevented. 


CHAPTER  II.— BOOK   THE  FIRST. 
The  purposes  of  Man's  creation,  and  the  whole  duty  of  life. 

I  Commune  with  thyself,  O  Man,  and  consider  wherefore 
thou  wert  made. 

2.  Contemplate  thy  powers;  contemplate  thy  wants,  and  thy 
connections,  so  shalt  thou  discover  the  duties  of  life,  and  be 
directed  in  all  thy  ways. 

3.  Proceed  not  to  speak,  or  to  act,  before  thou  hast  weighed 
thy  words,  and  examined  the  tendency  of  every  step  thou  shaH 
take,  so  shall  disgrace  fly  from  thee,  and  in  thy  house  shall 
shame  be  a  stranger ;  repentance  shall  not  visit  thee,  nor 
sorrow  dwell  upon  thy  cheek. 

4.  The  thoughtless  man  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  he  speaketh 
at  random,  and  is  entangled  in  the  foolishness  of  his  own= 
w^ords. 

5.  As  one  that  runneth  in  haste,  and  leapeth  over  a  fence, 
may  fall  into  a  pit  on  the  other  side,  which  he  doth  not  see, 
so  is  the  man  that  plungeth  suddenly  into  any  action,  before  he 
hath  considered  the  consequences  thereof. 

6.  Hearken,  therefore,  unto  the  voice  of  consideration ;  her 
words  are  the  words  of  wisdom,  and  her  paths  shall  lead 
thee  to  safety  and  truth. 

The  most  valuable  commandments  and  counsel  follow  in  the 
next  chapters  of  the  same  book. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

Modesty   strictly  enjoined.      Warnings   against  conceit,   pride,    and 

vanity. 

I.  Who  art  thou,  O  man  !  that  presumest  on  thine  own 
wisdom  ?  or  why  dost  thou  vaunt  thyself  on  thine  own 
acquirements  ? 

2  The  first  step  towards  being-  wise,  is  to  know  that  thou 
art  ig:norant ;  and  if  thou  wouldst  not  be  esteemed  foolish  in 
the  judgment  of  others,  cast  off  the  folly  of  being  wise  in  thine 
own  conceit. 

3.  As  a  plain  garment  best  adorneth  a  beautiful  woman, 
so  a  decent  behaviour  is  the  greatest  ornament  of  wisdom. 

4.  The  speech  of  a  modest  man  giveth  lustre  to  truth,  and 
the  diffidence  of  his  words  absolveth  his  error. 

5.  He  relieth  not  on  his  own  wisdom;  he  weigheth  the 
counsels  of  a  friend,  and  receiveth  the  benefit  thereof. 

6.  He  turneth  away  his  ear  from  his  own  praise,  and 
believeth  it  not  ;  he  is  the  last  in  discovering  his  own  per- 
fections. 

7.  Yet  as  a  veil  addeth  to  beauty,  so  are  his  virtues  set  ofl  by 
the  shade  which  his  modesty  casteth  upon  them. 

8.  But  behold  the  vain  man,  and  observe  the  arrogant ;  he 
clotheth  himself  in  rich  attire,  and  walketh  in  the  public  street, 
he  casteth  round  his  eyes  and  courteth  observation. 

9.  He  tosseth  up  his  head,  and  overlooketh  the  poor;  he 
treateth  his  inferiors  with  insolence,  and  his  superiors  in  return 
look  down  on  his  pride  and  folly  with  laughter. 

10.  He  despiseth  the  judgment  of  others ;  he  relieth  on  his 
own  opinion,  and  is  confounded. 

II.  He  is  puffed  up  with  the  vanity  of  his  imagination ;  his 
delight  is  to  hear,  and  to  speak  of  himself  all  the  day  long. 

12.  He  swalloweth  with  greediness  his  own  praise,  and  the 
flatterer  in  return  eateth  him  up. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Industry,  diligence,  and  the  right  use  of  time  inculcated,  and  the  evils  of 
idleness  pointed  out. 

I.  Since  the  days  that  are  past  are  gone  for  ever,  and  those 
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that  are  to  come  may  not  come  to  thee ;  it  behoveth  thee,  O  man  ! 
to  employ  the  present  time,  without  regretting  the  loss  of  that 
which  is  past,  or  too  much  depending  on  that  which  is  to 
come. 

2.  This  instant  is  thine,  the  next  is  in  the  womb  of  futurity,  and 
thou  knowest  not  what  it  may  bring  forth. 

3.  Whatsoever  thou  resolvest  to  do,  do  it  quickly.  Defer  not 
till  the  evening  what  the  morning  may  accomplish. 

4.  Idleness  is  the  parent  of  want  and  of  pain,  but  the  labour 
of  virtue  bringeth  forth  pleasure. 

5.  The  hand  of  diligence  defeateth  want;  prosperity,  and  suc- 
cess are  the  industrious  man's  attendants. 

6.  Who  is  he  that  hath  acquired  wealth,  that  hath  risen  to 
power,  that  hath  clothed  himself  with  honour,  that  is  spoken  of 
in  the  city  with  praise,  and  that  standeth  before  the  king  in  his 
counsel  ?  ^  yen  he  hath  shut  out  idleness  from  his  house,  and 
hath  said  unto  sloth,  thou  art  mine  enemy. 

7.  He  riseth  up  early  and  lieth  down  late ;  he  exerciseth  his 
mind  with  contemplation,  and  his  body  with  action,  and  preserveth 
the  health  of  both. 

8.  The  slothful  man  is  a  burden  to  himself,  his  hours  hang 
heavy  on  his  head  ;  he  loitereth  about,  and  knoweth  not  what 
he  would  do. 

9.  His  days  pass  away  like  the  shadow  of  a  cloud,  and  he 
leaveth  behind  him  no  mark  for  remembrance. 

10.  His  body  is  diseased  for  want  of  exercise,  he  wisheth  for 
action,  but  hath  not  power  to  move ;  his  mind  is  in  darkness ;  his 
thoughts  are  confused ;  he  longeth  for  knowledge,  but  hath  no 
application. 

1 1 .  He  would  eat  of  the  almond,  but  hateth  the  trouble  of 
breaking  its  shell. 

12.  His  house  is  in  disorder,  his  servants  are  wasteful  and 
riotous,  and  he  runneth  on  towards  ruin  ;  he  seeth  it  with  his 
eyes,  he  heareth  it  with  his  ears,  he  shaketh  his  head  and 
wisheth,  but  hath  no  resolution  ;  till  ruin  cometh  upon  him 
like  a  whirlwind,  and  shame  and  repentance  descend  with  him 
to  the  grave. 
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CHAPTER    V. 

The  blessing  of  virtuous  emulation  in  every  calling ;  the  benefits  of  rising 
in  the  world  by  one's  ov^^n  exertions  and  v^ell-doing  after  the  examples  of 
eminent  men  ;  and  the  evils  of  envy  and  malicv.\ 

1.  If  thy  soul  thirsteth  for  honour,  if  thy  ear  hath  any  pleasure 
in  the  voice  of  praise,  raise  thyself  from  the  dust  whereof  thou 
art  made,  and  exalt  thy  aim  to  something  that  is  praise- 
worthy. 

2.  The  oak  that  now  spreadeth  its  branches  towards  the 
heavens,  was  once  but  an  acorn  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth. 

3.  Endeavour  to  be  first  in  thy  calling-,  whatever  it  be;  neither 
let  anyone  go  before  thee  in  well  doing;  nevertheless,  do  not 
envy  the  merits  of  another,  but  improve  thine  own  talents. 

4.  Scorn  also  to  depress  thy  competitor  by  any  dishonest  or 
unworthy  method;  strive  to  raise  thyself  above  him  only  by 
excelling  him  ;  so  shall  thy  contest  for  superiority  be  crowned 
with  honour  if  not  with  success. 

5.  By  a  virtuous  emulation  the  spirit  of  a  man  is  exalted  within 
him ;  he  panteth  after  fame,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  racer  to  run  his 
course. 

6.  He  riseth  like  the  palm  tree  in  spite  of  oppression  ;  and  as 
an  eagle  in  the  firmament  of  heaven,  he  soareth  aloft  and  fixeth 
his  eye  upon  the  glories  of  the  sun. 

7.  The  examples  of  eminent  men  are  in  his  visions  by  night; 
and  his  delight  is  to  follow  them  all  the  day  long. 

8.  He  formeth  great  designs,  he  rejoiceth  in  the  execution 
thereof,  and  his  name  goeth  forth  to  the  ends  of  the  world. 

9.  But  the  heart  of  the  envious  man  is  gall  and  bitterness ; 
his  tongue  spitteth  venom  ;  the  success  of  his  neighbour  breaketh 
his  rest. 

10.  He  sitteth  in  his  cell  repining;  and  the  good  that  hap- 
peneth  to  another  is  to  him  an  evil. 

11.  Hatred  and  malice  feed  upon  his  heart,  and  there  is  no 
rest  in  him. 

12.  He  feeleth  in  his  own  breast  no  love  of  goodness,  and 
therefore  believeth  his  neighbour  is  like  unto  himself. 

13.  He  endeavours  to  depreciate  those  that  excel  him,  and 
putteth  an  evil  interpretation  on  all  their  doings. 

14.  He  lieth  on  the  watch,  and  meditates  mischief;  but  the 
detestation  of  man  pursueth  him ;  he  is  crushed  as  a  spider  in 
his  own  web. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

The  advantages  o^  prudence  and  circumspection  in  conduct,  speaking, 
business,  recreation,  prosperity,  friendship,  and  all  the  affairs  of  life. 
Warnings  against  extravagance,  and  other  follies. 

1.  Hear  the  words  of  prudence,  give  heed  unto  her  counsels, 
and  store  them  in  thine  heart ;  her  maxims  are  universal,  and  all 
the  virtues  lean  upon  her ;  she  is  the  guide  and  the  mistress  of 
human  life. 

2.  Put  a  bridle  on  thy  tongue,  set  a  guard  before  thy  lips,  lest 
the  words  of  thine  own  mouth  destroy  thy  peace. 

3.  Let  him  that  scoffeth  at  the  lame,  take  care  that  he  halt 
not  himself;  whosoever  speaketh  of  another's  failings  with  plea- 
sure shall  hear  of  his  own  with  bitterness  of  heart. 

4.  Of  much  speaking  cometh  repentance,  but  in  silence  is 
safety. 

5.  A  talkative  man  is  a  nuisance  to  society;  the  ear  is  sick 
of  his  babbling,  the  torrent  of  his  words  overwhelmeth  conversa- 
tion. 

6.  Boast  not  of  thyself,  for  it  shall  bring  contempt  upon  thee ; 
neither  deride  another,  for  it  is  dangerous. 

7.  A  bitter  jest  is  the  poison  of  friendship,  and  he  that  cannot 
restrain  his  tongue  shall  have  trouble. 

8.  Furnish  thyself  with  the  proper  accommodations  belonging 
to  thy  condition ;  yet  spend  not  to  the  utmost  of  what  thou  canst 
afford,  that  the  providence  of  thy  youth  maybe  a  comfort  to  thy 
old  age  ;  avarice  is  the  parent  of  evil  deeds,  but  frugality  is  the 
sure  guardian  of  our  virtues. 

9.  Let  thine  own  business  engage  thy  attention ;  leave  the  care 
of  the  state  to  the  governors  thereof 

10.  Let  not  thy  recreations  be  expensive,  lest  the  pain  of 
purchasing  them  exceed  the  pleasure  thou  hast  in  their  enjoy- 
ment. 

11.  From  the  experience  of  others  do  thou  learn  wisdom; 
and  from  their  feelings  correct  thine  own  faults. 

12.  Trust  no  man  before  thou  hast  tried  him,  yet  mistrust  not 
without  reason,  it  is-uncharitable. 

13.  But  when  thou  hast  proved  a  man  to  be  honest,  lock  him 
up  in  thine  heart  as  a  treasure ;  regard  him  as  a  jewel  of  in- 
estimable price. 

14.  Receive  not  the  favours  of  a  mercenary  man ;  nor  join  in 
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friendship  with  the  wicked  ;  for  they  shall  be  a  snare  unto  thy 
virtue,  and  bring  grief  to  thy  soul. 

15.  Use  not  to-day  what  to-morrow  may  want;  neither  leave 
that  to  hazard  which  foresight  may  provide  for,  or  care 
prevent. 

16.  Yet  expect  not  even  from  prudence  infallible  success ;  for 
the  day  knoweth  not  what  the  night  may  bring  forth. 

17.  The  fool  is  not  always  unfortunate,  nor  the  wise  man 
always  successful ;  yet  a  fool  never  had  a  thorough  enjoyment; 
never  was  a  wise  man  entirely  happy. 


CHAPTER    VII. 

Dangers  and  calamities  the  lot  of  Man— Fortitude  commended — 
Shrinking  under  poverty,  and  tameness  under  insults  injurious. 

1.  Perils,  misfortunes,  and  want,  and  pain  and  injury,  are 
more  or  less  the  certain  lot  of  every  human  being. 

2.  It  behoveth  thee,  therefore,  O  child  of  calamity !  to  fortify 
thy  mind  early  with  courage  and  patience,  that  thou  mayst  reso- 
lutely support  thy  allotted  portion  of  evil. 

3.  A  noble  spirit  disdaineth  the  malice  of  fortune,  his  greatness 
of  soul  is  not  to  be  cast  down^ 

4.  He  has  not  suffered  his  happiness  to  depend  on  her  smiles, 
and  therefore  her  frowns  shall  not  cast  him  down. 

5.  As  a  rock  on  the  seashore  he  standeth  firm,  and  the  dashing 
of  the  waves  disturbeth  him  not. 

6.  He  raiseth  his  head  like  a  tower  on  a  hill,  and  the  arrows 
of  rhisfortune  drop  at  his  feet. 

7.  In  the  midst  of  danger,  the  courage  of  his  heart  sustaineth 
him ;  and  the  serenity  of  his  mind  beareth  him  up. 

8.  He  meeteth  the  evils  of  the  world  like  a  man  that  goeth 
forth  unto  battle,  and  returneth  with  the  crown  of  victory. 

Reader  !  these  are  the  soundest  Fruits  of  Philosophy  with 
everlasting  nourishing  life  in  them ;  partake  of  them  freely  and 
be  happy. 

THE  END. 
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